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Namesakes
According to Ashkenazi tradition (Jewish sects traced back to Central and Eastern
Europe), it is a kind gesture to name a newborn after the deceased, usually a recently
deceased member of the family, such as a grandparent or a great-grandparent. By doing
so, the parents hope to instill the positive attributes of the deceased into the lives of the
child and keep the memory of the deceased alive in the child. Additionally, there is belief
that naming a child after a deceased relative will ultimately lead to curiosity about his or
her namesake and generate the child's interest in learning more about family lineage,
My father, David Levy Balcher was born to Lazarus (Louis) and Leah. He had two
brothers, Ralph and Marty, and a sister, Eva, [ learned from Ancestry.com that he also had
a brother, Charles, who died as a child. I have four brothers and a sister. One of my
brothers is Louis, and another one is Charles.
My mother's parents were Aaron (Arthur) and Ella Dorr (shortened from Dorfsman).
My older sister Sharon, was named after Aaron (rhyme). | have four brothers: Aaron
(Arthur), Charles, Louis, and Eddie. Those names seem familiar? Eddie was my only
brother not named after a relative. We siblings, although all under 12, discussed what to
name the new baby, and we came up with Eddie. It had to do with our boat that we used
for fishing every weekend on Lake Erie. The boat was DR. SCACL, named in
chronological order: David, Rebecea, Sharon, Connie, Arthur, Charles. and Louie.
We determined that we wanted to keep the same name of the boat, so we just added an E to
the end, and the boat became DR. SCACLE. We also considered that all of the males were

names of kings, so Edward was a natural.




My name is Connie. It is not a Jewish name, and here's how I got that name.
My mother named my older sister Sharon and told my dad that he could choose
MY name. He chose Frances. When my mom asked my dad where he got that
name, he said it was his old girlfriend. Mom was furious and locked at the
nurse's badge. Her name was Connie. And that's how | got my name...after the

nurse. | have the crossed out birth certificate as proof.

Here's how my children were named.

Matt is my firstborn, named afler father Tamotsu's dad, Matakichi. Daniel was
Daniel because | liked the name, One year after my father David died at age 68 in
a tragic accident (stabbed when getting off a bus), my daughter Ellie was born in

1583, | wanted to name her Dana after my father, but that would be too
confusing with her older brother Danny. She became Elyse Dana, honoring my
maternal grandma Ella and Dana to honor my dad.

It is not surprising that almost every family in the Balcher tree has a David who

was born after my dad's death in 1982, On the same day as Ellie was born,
October 17, 1983, her cousin David Botzer was born in lsrael. My brother Louie

has a son named David, and my brother Charles has one, too.

I hope my children and grandchildren will be curious about their

family namesakes.




Rebecen Borr Bulcher, my Mom, a srong Eionist. educator, snd devoted mother of six children sens o
in St Paul, Minmesot on August 11, 1917,

Rebecen Diare It the time} matcienlated to the University of Minnesots at age 15 She received o law degres
I 1540 it Willisn Mitchell Sehool of Law i1 St Pasl, MN, nat o commen oseirr
alayn]

v women in thowe

A exnmnple of Feminiut sreagth and Teaderbip, beloes the word wis even thaught of,
she rulsed sl ehildren on hes gwa, and led Hebrew usd Bible study sessions s ber home,

{Her father wanted hes 1o bhe o Babhi leng before that was compen Tor Jewlsh womenl,

She was 4 major Torce for geass roots education is (he eity of Clevelusd, OH, Assakes manager for Woeld
Boak Enecyeloperdin. half the ey of Clevelund was under hee direct supersision.

At u graveside wervice bn Zfar. Teenel, held an Suadoy wight. Augus 19, 2007, sll de of hee childres weve

connested by conference call,




Genndma Ella and Grandpa Arihur moved to the United Stares from Poland, They missed the ship aver to the United States in 1912 because Ella
s preegnant and had morning sicknes.

The ship they migsed wos the Tiranic!




Maternal grandparents Aaron (Arthur) and Ella Dorr {Dorfsman) from Paland,
with Michael, Rebecea, and Grace. Ella was a photographer and she took portraits of
all of us growing up.




©On Top: Mam and her brother Michuel practiced law together,

That lasted for one year until mom quit law to marry my father, and sart Balcher
Machinery Company together

After her divoree, with six kidy, she tnok a correspandence course (o update her law
skilla,

That ended when she began selling World Book encyclopedia,

Ficture on leht 1= Arthur and Ella Dlorre with graduates Michnel, Grace. and Rebecon




Mom and Dad, Rebecca and Dave played tennis a lot: Mom joined a team in her 40's

and 50's, the oldest on the team. She was the champ. I never played tennis, but [

ledrned ping pong from them. Our whele family loved it.







T of ber profesiars wen

WILLIAM MITCHELL
COLLFGE OF LAW

St Panl, MN.

t an o beeosme Supreme Court Justices: Chief Justice Warren Burger and Harry Blackemun.




Born in Chicago, May 18, 1913, my father married Rebecea Dorr,
settled in Cleveland, Ohio, and had six children. [ was the seeand.
He founded Balcher Machinery Company, selling new and used factory parts,

He had served as a barber in WWa! Throughout his life, he had o hobby of tinkering.
Becanse he had been a barber, he connected » metal comb to an electnic outler 1o dry and
style your hair as you combed it He neyver putented i, but it was way before modern-day

hair stylers were ever heard of, Anather invention of his was an anti-aging face eream.

I now realize that T inherited my passion for invention from my father.
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Lagarus (Louis) and Leah Balcher, parentsto
my Dad, David Levy Balcher. | never knew
about "Levy" or where it came from, but | saw

it on Ancestry.com.

Idon't remember my Grandma, but [
remember sitting on Grandpa's lap and
pulling his hair when 1 was very young.

Good memory, huh!

I found these relics, business card and note

pad, from Dad's business.







Sister Shari is fourteen months older than me.

Two years later came brother Art.




Growing up in Cleveland with sister Sharon, brother Arthur, and baby Chuck.




Notice my mom with the family car? | wae barn in that carl [hink it's a Plymouth, [ couldn's make it 1o the hasgpizal,







ited the Founizine!




Nabaey ever used th







[ really loved the

guitar when | was young, and my dad bought me ane.

T was little and couldn't hold it, so my parents thought the violin was-a better fit.

It wasn't the same, but | played violin throughout high schoel.




boomic family photo with ste ehildren siting around the kirchen All six kids with Mom, replicating the picture when
tuble with Mom.

we were young, sitting around the kitcchen nook, with
Eddie sitting on Mom's lap,

Louie, Chuck, Art, Connie, Sharon, Mom Rebecca,
and Eddie




Frant Row (lef ¢
Hack Row: €
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Eddic, Shuran. Aet, Connie, Louie, Ohuck and




The Balcher Family {as of this printing)

Shari Weiss lives in California and is married to Howard Slater.
Her two sons arve Brian and Randy

Connie lives in Maryland and is divorced with three children Matt, Danny
and Ellie.

Aharon Botzer lives in Tafat, lsrael and is married to Miriam with eight
children and 34(!) grandchildren so far:

Yisca (5)

Eliezer (8)
David (6}

Yedidiya (4}

Hodyah (5)

Avital Shira (4)
Ateret (2)

Chuck moved from Hawaii to Cleveland with wife Elizabeth and three sons,
David, Kevin, and Dylan,

Louie lives in Philadelphia with wife Jocelyne and two sons, David and Alex.

Judah Botzer (Eddie) issingle and lives in Taos, New Mexico.




Cleveland Heights High School

Class of January, 1966

"In honor of dear Heights, we gather here tosing..."




Choir, Cirehes:

Sen




REACHING

Sendirs Clu COificers




Activities in high scheol. Military Ball

First girls in Ping Pong Club, me and Nancy
Eigenfeld.
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NOVEMBER 12, 1947 - JuLy 31, 1964

Clayton was my best friend and boyfriend at Cleveland Heights High School.
Clayton was kind and brilliant and planned to go to Yale.
His tragie death in an auto accident, at age 16, left me devastated.

Istill think of him, and his memory still inspires me.




When Clayton died, | was in Minnesota visiting my
grandma. | was playing ping pong with cousin Teddy
when | got the horrible call. | returned to Cleveland and
cried in my room for three months. | got 5 letter Clayton

had sent me... on the night of his death...one week later,

When Clayton died, | made a memory box with keepsakes

from our too short time together.




Senior Prom with Larry Zeiger.

Military Ball with Allen Goodman
Yes, I wore the same dress, [ liked it!




Cleveland Heights High School 40-Year Reunion
20-Year Reunion

Wonderful memories!!
I'm in the back row in the green and black

dress. That's me in the front row in black,




5o Yeur High School Rewns

With La




I worked for two years at Cedar Point Amusement Park in Sandusky, Ohio right after high school. The
first year [ worked at Cadillac Cars (co-worker shown), and the next year I sold tickets at the entrance
booths. The social life was great, but | hate roller coasters!




THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY

.o,

CoruMBIA [UNIVERSITY
IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Started at Obio University in 1966, transferred to OSU, and grodusted with’ B.AL in French. Went 1o classes with Natienal Guard throwing
teargas due to Viet Nam praotests.
Gradunted from Columbia in 1970 with M. AL in Linguistics,




College Freshman at Ohio
University with roomies Ellen
Story and Sandy McClure and

at race with AEPhi sororvity

SISEETE.




Tamotsu (Tom) Inukai
Ohver 91 years at COMSAT Lahbs, he contributed to advancement of satellite
communications systems technology as Chief Systems Architect

Ph.I}, from the City University of New York,

Dr. Inukai is 4 renowned mathematician and engineer and although we divorced, we

remained friends, and he develaped the algorithms for my invention, Tip 'n Split,

He v alse an avid walker, hiker, and backpacker. His trips include My, Whitney, Grand
Teton, Yellowstone, North Cascade, Appalachian Trail, Grest Smoky Mountain, Glacier
MNational Park, Canadian Rockies, Nova Scotia, and Patagonia,




Jewish Wedding
March 15, 1970, NYC




Tamatsu and | had a small Jewish ceremany an Friday, March

15. We invited my Mom (but not my dad} because they had not
been together since their divorce. We didn't tell Mom about a
Buddhist wedding on March 17, She was planning to leave afier
the Jewish wedding. Surprizel She stayed, 2o they both atended
the Buddhist wedding!




Buddhist Wedding
March 17, 1970, NYC

time my divoreed parents

re in the same room since

their divoree.




Wedding Reception in Japan




This is the apartment where | lived when Tamotsu and 1 got married. t's
near 207th Street on the West Side af New Yark City, We had the upper
level condo with asun room and bay windows. Matt was born in NYC and
his room was the sun room.

When we moved from NYT to Maryland, we sold the condo for $20,00.
It's miow worth millions! DARN!




The Inukai Family

Tamotsu, Connie, Matt, Danny, and Ellie
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OCTOBER 26, 1977

First-born child of Tamotsu Inukai and Connie Baleher Inukai.

Born in Roosevelt Hospital in New York City, Complications at birth because Matthew had a big head
and had to be delivered by C-Section.




Baby in NYC and then moved to Maryland when he turned two.

Matt pulled himself up in crib at 3 months! We took a picture because we

couldn't believe he was so strong AND determined. It's on the lower left.




Young Matthew




Matt became a
His fi

brother Danny.

n Al age six.

ald

Matt was popular in the whole

ea. He wan hired by
three shows on weekends, depending

heduled sports games. Danny

¢ was a conflict

The Amazir
Matthew
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Cub Seouts




1991 TOUR

BROWN STATIO!
DIAMOND
DUFIEF
FIELDS ROAD
GAITHERSEIR.
RACHEL CA*S '
ROSEMONT
SOUTH LAK
ST MARTIN
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* ——Ricky Sanders of the W: gto
Redskins will be signing autograp

B from 10-12am!!
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* *
* Baseball Card Show [
*
* For Kids, By Kids :
* *
: Date: December 12, 1892 :
* Time: 10:00 - 4:00 pm *
: Location: Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza :
: Admisaion: S2.00 :_
* Adulls welcome ol
*  Only kide 16 and under may purchase tables,
%  ForInformation on purchasing iables, *
b plaase call Matt Inukai (301) 863 - 7780 o
e e e ke e e e ke e e e iy ke ke ke ok ok e ol ke ke
: --0Over 80 Dealer Tables!! :
Only 820 Each!!
& *
£ *
k3
*
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TV, newspapeys & Natinnal Geographis covesed the shows
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National Geographic World Magazine, December

992

Page 12, "Kids Did It!™
Matt Inukai, 15

The Kids' Business Baok, by Arlense Erlbach
Page 20, "Matt's Magic Act”

"Matt started business at age 8.7
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High School
Quince Orchard High School

Class of 1995




att Inukai is thriving in the world of network security.
When he graduated from high school, 1 bought him a computer,
and he didn't want it. Ironically, Matt is now a computer wizard,
first working as a security specialist for 10 years with Wells Fargo and
now managing security issues for AAA, | am so lucky that Matt is a phone
call away whenever T have any computer issues!

om the U nd lives in Phoenix.

iversity of Arizon

Matt graduated £
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FEBRUARY 25, 1980

My second son was born during a snowstorm in Maryland. The hospital advised me to leave or get stuck

there for a while, [ stayed. [t was nice being taken care of.




Early childhood in Maryland.




That's Danny in the
middle.

And..."Oh, na!"
What happened
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Best Defanie

1991 Casthe Tim Fox I 1992

Danny loved sports, especially basketball, Even though he was the shortest on the team, he was the
maost energetic, stealing the ball from those much taller than him!
(That's Danny on the lower right.}
He and his sons are currently avid tennis players.







I'he Gaithersburg Gazette came to s Hanukah party.

On the lower right is the picture they published.




Danny's Bar Mitzvah
February 20, 1993
Congregation Or Chadash

Germantown, Maryland










Quinee Orehard High School Graduation, 1998




adusted cun laude with

Danny f Seienee degree fram the 1
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nia, Los Angeles,




Danny and Charissa Inukai and their three Ben, Andrew, and Cameron

YoV
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OCTOBER 17, 1983

Ellie joined her brothers Matt and Danny as a welcomed addition to the Inukai
family!










My three kids!







Ellie's Bat Mitzvah
April 27, 1996
Congregation Or Chadash










Carlos Horcasitas, Anna Horcasitas, Garlitos, and Christina light candles for Ellie.

Where is Linda?










Modeling with Yolanda

Voss Studios




Quince Orchard High School
Graduated 2001




Keller Williams Real Estate
- Realtor Property Manager -Property Leasing Manager

-Bales and Marketing Representative

B.A. Business Management
Robert H, Smith School of Business

University of Maryland




Inukai family in Maryland

Julian and Vietoria

2019




louring in Washington DC with Ellie, [ulian, and Victoria. ..




Inukai trip 10 Japan in 1991

Danny was so popular on the trip. He looked like Tamotsu's older brather, so the
brother always gave money to Danny and spoke to him in Japanese, not knowing that

Danny didn't understand a word...but he liked the money!




Eating in Japan was amazing. Qur kids ate sushi way before people ate it in the US.
At one restaurant, we were given fishing rods, and the chef asked us how we

would like the fish we caught prepared.




Jay Balcher

This is-my half-brother, Jay. He was barn to my dad and wife Diane,

after his diverce from my mom.

One day, I went to the Jewish Community Center with my brother to play
ping pong. In front of us was a young boy. When asked his name to get

paddles and a ball, he said "[ay Balcher," That's the first time 1 met Jay!







We answered a casting call for the movie Deep Impact in 1998,
The producers needed lots of ears for the film. They wouldn't aceapt

Ellie hecaunse she was too young. | spoke with them and they allowed

ie to be on the yet

since | promised Matt would ride his motareycle
S0 Matt, Danng. and | drove to Manusas, VA early morning for four days with walkie

talkies 50 we could communicate with each other,

Mart got @ special position to drive cast members 16 lunch on his motoreyele, Danny
hated petting in and out of the cor. It's ironic because he later became an executive at the

Screen Actors Guild,

When we watched the movie, E

lie thought our names would be listed

in the cust e

firs.




Kids surprised me for my
fiftieth birthday with
dinner and stay in the

Executive Suite at the Ritz

Carhnn ’r}"SOI'IS CO urne F.I

THE RITZ-CARLTON







CONNIE BALCHER INUKAI

MY ENTREPRENEURIAL CAREER

PROFESSOR
BUSINESS OWNER
ENTREPRENEUR
INVENTOR
AUTHOR

SPEAKER




THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY

40+ year teaching career. Began teaching English as a Second Language at Ohio State.
Then taught Technical Writing at Johns Hopkins University and Columbia University.

=
W "o
]OHNS HOPKINE CoLuMBIA UNIVERSITY

UNILVERS]ITY IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK




(301) 889-7780

CHISPA

Customnized Gift Selections

CONNIE BALCHER, M.A. 3018603445
Presidernt chakhardriplecrownioom com
AMWCINEBa M OGO, 9m 18 Triple Grown Court

Galthersburg, MD 20878

V‘T
TIP'n SPLIT

Some of the businesses | haye started.




First product to distribute was a pyramid necklace, called "Las Pyramides.” with team of Ana Horeasitas and

Gloria Horcasitas. We imported the product to learn the process and get ready for our next product, "Little Me.”

We ironed on faces to dolls to match their owners” faces. That's Ellie with her "Little Me" dall.
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et el 10/ on ABC a‘m

How I Got My ==
Product on QVC, =
The Today Show,

The View, and

More...
In RthI'CﬂlCﬂt After Retirement!

IT°S ALL ABOUT § T o S

THE BUZZ eodoy

Connie Inukai
www, tipandsplit.com
www.grandmapreneuri

nventor.com
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Connie Inukai

March 12 | 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Marymaunt Uiniversity at Baltston Center

SUMMIT awesomewomen.orglawe-summit-2020

2020!

The Podcast - Episode 45

MARCH 17-20TH
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From Instructicn to Innovation...how | went from college professor o
entrepranewur,

Connig hasn'l always been an enfrepreneur, Far from itl For
decades, she worked a3 a professor at the University of Maryland
and Johns Hopkins University.

Whan she retred, she thought thal was ii—that she would leave her
work behind and sit tight. But she couldn't have been more wrong. She
invented the Tip 'n Splith—a handheld device that solved a great
challenge facing people with declining vision, Tip 'n Split® magnifies the
text on menus and bills, includes a light source, and completes
calculations in one device|

Taday she is thriving, in her second act

as an inventor, a “grandmaprenaur,” an
author, and a caregiver fo two young
grandehildren. . living proof that second-act
entrepreneurs can succeed, if only they
focus on what matters most to them.

As a speaker, she inspires other Baby
Eoomers to follow their dreams.

- Y-1-1-3

SPEAKER SHEET




The Inukais

Front row: Julian, Ben Andrew, Victoria, Cameron

Back Row: Tom, Charissa, Ellie, Connie




Back Row: Charlssa,
Ellie, Connie, and Danny




I HAD FUN PUTTING THIS BOOK

TOGETHER, AND Il HOPE THAT MY

CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN
WILL SHARE THE WONDERFUL

MEMORIES I EXPERIENCED.

CONNIE BALCHER INUKAI

MAY, 2020
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